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Kindergarten 
It’s hard to believe that the Kindergarten school year is over. It 
sure has flown by quickly. We have seen the students grow in all 
areas – academic, social and emotional. We have watched them 
develop friendships that will last for years and are looking 
forward to seeing them in the fall as first graders.     

The students were very 
busy practicing and 
learning the songs for 
the Kindergarten End of 
Year Celebration on 
May 24. They were very 
excited about singing 
for their parents, family 
and friends! 

A note was sent home several weeks ago regarding the 
Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge, which began on May 6. 
Student log-in and password information was included in the 
note. Students who read and log in 2000 minutes or more 
during the summer will be invited to a celebration at the end 
of September. If you are unsure of your child’s log-in 
information, please contact your child’s teacher. 

Thank you to all of the fantastic Kindergarten parents. We would not have been able to do our job 
without all of your help and support! Lastly, thank you for allowing us to teach your children this year. 

 



 

 

First Grade 
Hello from First Grade! 

As you know, first grade is a very important year and we kept ourselves very busy following the Big 
Cypress Elementary expectations.  Our classes did their very best to demonstrate positive behavior traits 
during Related Arts in order to earn extra privileges in class and during P.E.  Thank you Mr. Clawson and 
Mrs. Percel for helping with this initiative.  We all strive to get a “gold” during Related Arts!  

We worked on our annual fairy tale unit.  The students researched 
fairy tales and compared and contrasted the characters, problems, 
solutions, and settings of many different stories.  They also wrote 
their own fairy tale that included all of the elements that they 
learned. It was published it in a hardcover book. We hope you will 
loved the completed project! 

In Science, we focused on plant and animal life cycles and learned 
about the differences between plants and animals.   

In Social Studies, the focus was on maps.  Students learned 
vocabulary words associated with maps and globes as well as 
constructing a map.  Can you believe that first graders now know how 
to locate Naples, Tallahassee, and The Everglades on a Florida map?   

As for Math, we covered some new concepts.  Students found out that the 2 digits of a two-digit number 
show amounts of tens and ones.  They also compared 2 two-digit numbers using the symbols for greater 
than, less than, and equal to.  As always, keep practicing those basic math facts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Second Grade 
We had a busy and exciting year here in second grade! It’s amazing what you can fit into a school year.  
I’m tired just thinking about it! 

We completed five units in reading, read 25 stories from the text book, covered 300 phonics/spelling 
lessons, learned 193 “Amazing Words”, and 18 different standards. We have learned about narrative, 
expository, and persuasive writing and we’ve even tried a little poetry.  

 We worked just as hard in math and covered 10 standards as well as finished our ninth unit.  We 
worked on addition and subtraction up to 1000, data, geometry, measurement, fractions, place value, 
time, money, and so much more! 

 We have put so much time and effort into all the subject 
areas but we all know that the extracurricular activities are 
the kid’s favorite and we had plenty of those too.  We saw a 
theatrical touring group put on a very entertaining version of 
Dr. Seuss’ Cat in the Hat, we watched a video conference 
with a wild life conservationist in Africa who works to save 
giraffes, and of course we went on our field trip to Farmer 
Mike’s where we all got to pick strawberries, tomatoes and 
flowers.  What fun we have had. 

 

We finished out the year with just as much 
excitement.  We travelled through time back to the 
middle ages.  This is an exciting unit that helps keep 
the kids engaged while still covering skills in all 
subject areas.  The students were able to earn two 
tickets per day.  One ticket was for valiant effort 
(work) and the other for chivalry (behavior).  These 
tickets were used to pay for games during our end of 
the year Medieval Fair on May 28th. 

 

Since this is our last newsletter for the year, I want to remind 
you that, over the summer, students can lose a great deal of the 
gains that they have made during the year.  We call it “The 
Summer Slide”.  Avoid the slide by setting aside just 15 to 20 
minutes a few times a week to read and review facts.  Bed time 
stories are a great way to end the day.  Your kids can never get 
enough of the people they love the most and studies have 
shown that children who are read to are better readers. 

Thank you for sharing your children with us this year.  Have a 
safe and wonderful summer.   

     



 

 

Third Grade 
It is hard to believe how quickly this year has gone by. We participated in some fun activities to end the 
year.  Our third graders had the opportunity to see a “Cat in the Hat” play. After the play the children 
were able to learn what goes on behind the scenes. The actors explained how the props worked and 
also what went on back stage. It was an excellent experience for them.  

The third graders traveled to the Botanical Gardens. They learned 
many interesting facts about plants. For example, the Carnauba Wax, 
from a plant, is used in Gummy Bears and Fruit Snacks. Next time 
your child eats a fruit snack see if you can find Carnauba Wax in the 
ingredients! They even had the opportunity to plant their own 
tomato or basil plant and bring it home to share with their families. 
We strolled in a butterfly garden and were able to see many different 
varieties of butterflies.   

A lot of our third graders read all 
15 SSYRA books this year so they 
were invited to go on a field trip to 
Barnes and Noble and to eat lunch 
at California Pizza.  

All of the third grade teachers wish you and your families a fun, 
relaxing summer with your children. The 2019-2020 SSYRA list is out 
for next year so we hope your child has the chance to enjoy reading 
some of them over the summer, please see the link below. We look 
forward to greeting our children in the halls when they return to BCE 
next year.    

 

 

https://www.floridamediaed.org/uploads/6/1/4/2/61420659/3-5_2019-20_ssyra_annotated_list.pdf 

 



 

 

Fourth Grade 

Where did our year go? We can’t believe we already reached the end of the school year! This is when 
our fourth graders were able to shine. All of our experiences, field trips, science experiments, and 
classroom learning, came together to help our fourth graders be successful on the FSA. Our classrooms 
were full of activity, all the way to the end of the year, making every moment count. We work hard at 
preparing our students for the FSA tests as well as prepared them for their transition to fifth grade, their 
final year here at Big Cypress Elementary.  Such a bitter sweet moment for everyone! 

The 2019 Big Cypress Elementary Odyssey of 
the Mind Team earned their way to the State 
Competition, which was held on Saturday, April 
6th at UCF.  Odyssey of the Mind is a program 
that provides problem-solving opportunities 
for elementary students. It encourages 
creativity and cooperation.  The team had a 
combination of 4th and 5th grade students this 
year, and our 4th graders were Fidel Castro, 
Myles Althoff- Stiller, and Teagan Delashmet.  
These students met after school throughout 
the year to create a humorous performance.           

The students were responsible for writing a script, 
creating the costumes and props, and building a 
background all on their own.  The team also had a 
spontaneous problem where they had to “think on 
their feet” and work as a group to answer a question 
or give an example of something that was unknown 
to them.  The team competed at the Regional Level 
and earned 2nd place in their division which 
advanced them to the State Competition.  The Big 
Cypress Team did an amazing job at States and 
placed an impressive 3rd out of 21 teams.  What an 
amazing experience! 

The fourth grade team would like to request that 
you keep your child involved in reading and 
learning throughout the summer. Summer is a 
great time for your child to curl up with a great 
book, practice math while learning life skills, and 
experiencing science and social studies in a way 
that only a parent can teach them.  We would 
also be remiss if we didn’t take this opportunity 
to thank our parents for their support this year.           

                                                                      

 



 

 

Fifth Grade 
Can you believe summer is almost here? We are so proud of our 5th graders and everything they 
accomplished this school year!  All of their hard work helped during the Reading, Math, and Science FSA 
tests.  We have wrapped up the curriculum and each class diligently reviewed the content necessary to 
help them be successful on these assessments.   

Congratulations to the 2019 Big Cypress Elementary 
Odyssey of the Mind Team for earning third place at 
the State Competition, which was held on Saturday, 
April 6th at UCF.    The team had a combination of 4th 
and 5th grade students this year, and our 5th graders 
were Tessa Delashmet, Jackie Wentworth, Andrea 
Ruiz, and Carmel Indianer.  We are so proud of these 
students and their dedication to their learning. 

 

As our students approached the end of their time at BCE and began their transition to middle school, we 
scheduled various exciting days to recognize this important milestone in their educational career.  Some 
events included the middle school field trip, Junior Achievement day, Sun N Fun, as well as our first ever 
‘Moving Up Ceremony’ at Golden Gate High School.  We are happy to have celebrated with you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th graders celebrating their success on 
iReady with having an 80% passing rate or 
higher for quarter 3! 



 

 

STEAM Lab 

 

Greetings from the STEAM Lab!  Many fun and engaging activities occur here!  We recently hosted our 
5th Annual BCE STEAM Night.  Many thanks to BCE staff and families who attended and participated!  
We hope you had as much fun as we did!  We were fortunate enough to have the Star Lab at BCE for a 
period of two weeks.  Our students and families had an opportunity to visit this portable planetarium at 
STEAM Night and also our students have been able to experience Star Lab during STEAM class time.  It’s 
been a big hit!   

Kindergarten and First Grade students learned about living things and what makes them different from 
non-living things.  Included with that, we reviewed various life cycles of plants and animals.   

Second Grade students studied weather.  We covered different types of weather, the water cycle, and 
instruments that help meteorologists study the weather.  Most importantly, we learned the importance 
of preparing for bad weather.  Your students might have come home and asked you to name a safe 
place in your home – in case bad weather, such as a tornado, comes our way.   

Third grade and fourth grade students studied objects in our solar system.  Third grade focused on the 
the Sun and fourth graders covered the moon.   

Recently the Fourth Grade littleBits team participated in our 
school district’s annual competition.  For the first time ever, BCE 
placed in the competition!  We took THIRD PLACE!  The 
competition was tough this year and our team did a phenomenal 
job!   

The Fifth Grade students 
worked with EV3 Lego 
Robotics and held 
classroom competitions 
with a  robotic challenge.   

 

 

 

As you can tell, a lot happens in the world of STEAM at BCE! 

 



 

 

“Counselor’s Corner” 
 

The school-wide PBS (positive behavior support) program continues to be in full swing at BCE! 
Classrooms earn dodgeball during PE warm-ups by completing their “Go for the Gold” charts in each 
classroom. Students have been earning gold, silver or bronze behavior during related arts and returning 
to their classroom to add on to their classroom chart. Students continue to receive individual 
recognition by earning “Awesome Pawsome” pink tickets that they bring to the media center for daily 
drawings on the morning news.  

We completed another round of FSA testing. I visited classrooms to promote stress reduction 
techniques; using brain gym exercises to calm and relax the mind and body. “Testing for Success” and 
“Reducing Test Anxiety” sessions were provided in all third grade classrooms. 

We continue to encourage students to demonstrate positive behaviors using our Three BCE Expectations 
BCE Bobcats Are Honest, KIND and RESPONSIBLE.” We also encourage students to resolve conflicts by 
continuing to offer our Peer Mediation program. Our 5th grade Peer Mediators have done an excellent 
job throughout the school year by assisting other students in working out their problems in a fair and 
mature manner. We are very proud of them! 

 

 

We wish all of our fifth grade students continued success as they transition to middle school. All fifth 
grade students visited Oakridge Middle or Cypress Palm Middle on May 26th. School counselor middle 
school preparation lessons summarized their field trip and we practiced opening combination locks 
(their favorite activity) in each of the fifth grade classrooms. 

It has been an awesome year and we are lucky to have such wonderful students at BCE! 

We hope that everyone has a safe and fun-filled summer! 

Mrs. Pamela Green Summers 

BCE School Counselor 



 

 

 

 

Thanks for another great year and enjoy your summer!! 

 

 

 

 

For summer learning opportunities and resources, check the CCPS website at this link: 

https://www.collierschools.com/Page/10479 

 

 


